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The Board of Directors of the Truckee Fire Protection District met in Regular Session on Tuesday, 
December 20, 2016 in the Truckee Sanitary District Boardroom located at 12304 Joerger Drive, 
Truckee, California at 5:30 p.m. 
  
Chairman Perea called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
  
Directors Present:       Botto, Hernandez, Herrick, Perea, Wilford 
  
Directors Absent:         
  
Employees Present:  Chief Seline, Fire Marshal Harvey, Finance Director Belli, Administrative 

Officer Engler, Battalion Chief Brock, and Prevention Inspector Belden 
 
Others Present:  District Legal Counsel Brent Collinson, Pat Davison - CATT 

Chairman Perea requested all Board Members to put their iPads in airplane mode for the duration 
of the meeting. The Board members complied.  
 
The meeting commenced with the pledge of allegiance lead by Chief Seline. 
 
CLEAR THE AGENDA – ITEM 4 
Chairman Perea asked for comments or questions from the Board. There were none. 
  
Chairman Perea asked for comments from the public. There were none. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE 1-2016; AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND 
ADOPTING AS AMENDED THE 2016 EDITION OF THE CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE - 
ITEM 5 
 
Chairman Perea opened the public hearing at 5:32 pm. 
 
Chief Seline gave an overview of the District’s process to adopt the 2016 California Fire Code, 
stating that the District has addressed and adopted amendments to the 2016 California Fire Code 
by adopting Resolution 18-2016.   
 
Fire Marshal Harvey reported that this is the final step for the District to adopt with amendments 
the 2016 California Fire Code.  Once the ordinance has been adopted and signed by the Board the 
ordinance will be sent to the Town of Truckee, Nevada County, and Placer County for approval.  
A notice of adoption will be published in the local newspaper, thus informing the public of the 
adoption. 
 
Fire Marshal Harvey answered questions from the Board. 
 
Legal Counsel Brent Collinson recognized Fire Marshal Harvey for his proactive meetings with 
CATT and the Building Departments explaining the District’s amendments and working with the 
agencies as it helped with the overall process. 
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Chairman Perea asked for public comment?   
 
Pat Davison, CATT – gave kudos and thanked Fire Marshal Harvey for getting the agencies 
involved and working collaboratively for a smooth process.  His approach was appreciated. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for other public comment Board comments?  There were none. 
 
Chairman Perea closed public hearing at 5:40 pm. 
 

Adopt Ordinance 1-2016; An Ordinance Amending and Adopting as Amended the 2016 
Edition of the California Fire Code – Item 1 
 
Chairman Perea called for a motion to adopt Ordinance 1-2016; An Ordinance Amending 
and Adopting as Amended the 2013 Edition of the California Fire Code.  Director 
Hernandez made a motion to adopt Ordinance 1-2016; An Ordinance of the Truckee Fire 
Protection District of Nevada County  (hereafter at times “TFPD”) Adopting the 2016 
edition of the California Fire Code, as amended, regulating and governing the safeguarding 
of life and property from fire and explosion hazards arising from the storage, handling and 
use of hazardous substances, materials and devices, and from conditions hazardous to life 
or property in the occupancy of buildings and premises in the Truckee Fire Protection 
District of Nevada County; providing for the issuance of permits and collection of fees 
therefore; repealing Ordinance 01-2013 and all other ordinances and parts of the ordinances 
in conflict therewith, and waiver the reading.  Director Wilford seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comment?  There were none. 
 
Roll call vote: Director Herrick – yes, Director Wilford – yes, Chairman Perea – yes 
Director Hernandez –yes, and Director Botto– yes. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 5/0. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – ITEM 6 
Members of the public shall be allowed to address the Board of Directors on items not appearing 
on the agenda that are of interest to the public and are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
Board, provided that no action shall be taken unless otherwise authorized by California 
Government Code Section 54954.3.  Each speaker will be limited to one (1) appearance and be 
limited to three (3) minutes, but speaker time may be reduced at the discretion of the Board 
Chairman if there are a large number of speakers on any given subject. There shall be no 
assignment of speaking time from one member of the public to another member of the public.   
 
Chairman Perea asked for comments from the public. 
 
Pat Davison, CATT – commented about a topic that came up while Chief Seline was speaking on 
Mitigation Fees at the Town Council meeting regarding fee deferral/waiver/reduction related to 
affordable work force housing, stating that Chief Seline handled the situation very well.  She 
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understands that Stacy Caldwell will be giving a presentation at the Board January 2017 meeting 
commenting that it is a good policy discussion to have with the Board and finding an equal balance 
to keep the District whole.   
 
CONSENT CALENDAR – ITEM 7 
These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. The Board will act upon them at one time without discussion. Any Board member, 
staff member or interested party may request that an item be removed from the consent calendar for discussion.  
The Board reviewed the Consent Calendar.   
 
Administrative Officer Engler informed the Board that she noted and corrected 2 error on the 
November 15, 2016 minutes where Chairman Perea was indicated and Vice-Chairman Botto 
should have been. 
 
Director Botto moved to accept the Consent Calendar including the November 15, 2016 minutes 
as amended. Director Hernandez seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments.  There were none.  
 
Motion passed unanimously 5/0. 
 
For the record the Consent Calendar includes the following: 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes of November 15, 2016. Finance Committee Meeting Minutes of 
November 10, 2016 & November 21, 2016.  The November 2016 Check Registers: General Fund 
check numbers 29227-29321 including EFT 1000775779, 1000775784, and 1000775785, 
1000775780; Plumas ACH Retiree Health Wire Transfer; Ambulance account check numbers 
1184-1190 totaling in the amount of $439,088.43.  November 2016 reports including: Finance 
Statements; District Balance Sheets; Fund Balance Reports; Monthly Call Reports; Training 
Reports; and Personnel Status Report.   
 
STAFF REPORTS– ITEM 8 
Chief’s Report – Item A 
Chief Seline reviewed his report with the Board, which is located in the agenda packet. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that retired Fire Marshal Don Delaney passed away last month.  
He was well respected and will be missed.  Rest in Peace Don. 
 
Chief Seline also informed the Board that Truckee Police Chief Adam McGill has resigned to take 
the Police Chief position in Novato.  Captain Rob Leftwhich has been promoted and appointed as 
Truckee Police Chief. 
 
Chief Seline reported to the Board that the Town Council approved the Districts impact fees at 
their meeting last week.  During that meeting the Town Council raised a concern over the fee 
increase for multifamily dwellings.  In light of the recent housing study that highlighted the lack 
of affordable housing there is a general feel that all agencies receiving an impact fee should help 
participate in a solution by possibly waiving fees and funding the impact fee account. Chief Seline 
replied to the Councils concern stating that the District’s primary responsibility is public safety 
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and that the reasonable capital improvement plan that drives the fees is necessary to maintain 
service levels.  However, the District is open to working with the Town and other agencies to find 
some reasonable and equitable solutions.  The impact fee will go before both the Nevada County 
Board of Supervisors and Placer County Board of Supervisors on January 10th for approval.  In a 
related item Stacy Caldwell with Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation will make a presentation 
to the Board regarding the affordable housing study at the January 17, 2017 meeting. 
 
Chief Seine gave an update on the status of the search for a new Administrative Assistant 1 to the 
Board.  Without finding a successful candidate we will begin a new recruitment in January for an 
Administrative Assistant II which is more in line with required qualifications. 
 
Chief Seline reported to the Board that Captain Steve Tennant who has been with the District for 
over 28 years is retiring this month.  He worked his last shift last Sunday and will take a few 
vacation days prior to his official retirement date.  He stated that Steve was an asset to the District 
and applied his experiences and mountain skills to many facets.  He was always calm in the face 
of a crisis.  His crew loved to work with him and he will be missed around the station and district. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that work is progressing on the Sugar Bowl CFD.  Resolutions 
may be presented next month.  He further informed the Board that the Martis Valley feasibility 
study tasks 1 and 2 are almost complete and SCI will summarize in a technical memorandum which 
may also be presented next month. 
 
Chief Seline reported to the Board that as in the Strategic Plan he will be participating in local 
organizations.  He has joined the Chamber of Commerce and is in the process of joining Rotary, 
being sponsored Ted Owens from Tahoe Forest Hospital.  Participation has paid off as at one of 
the meetings he met Kelly Turner, Director of Martis Camp Architectural Review who introduced 
him to senior HOA staff and General Manager Scott Bower.  During a meeting on other concerns 
he was able to bring up the feasibility study so that they were not surprised when it was presented, 
which was well received and he may be helpful with the process. 
 
Chief Seline updated the Board that the District on hydrant snow removal.  He reviewed how we 
have accomplished this in the past.  They are reviewing the possibilities of hiring a part-time 
seasonal loader operator in the sensitive high snow load volume.  More to follow. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that Nevada County Consolidated Fire Chief Turner has started 
looking into areas that are not covered by a local fire agency along Highway 20 between Interstate 
80 and White Cloud.  Chief Seline overviewed responses to this area.  One of Chief Turner’s main 
concerns is that they do not receive funding for sending resources to the area and are looking to 
Nevada County to reimburse them through Prop 175 funds.  He discussed the District’s ambulance 
response, our EOA, and dispatch knowing to send the closest ambulance regardless of the EOA 
which usually is us.  Response lines were also discussed.  Although he is supportive it doesn’t 
make sense for the District to send additional resources. No action is necessary he just wanted to 
keep the Board informed. 
 
Chief Seline reported that FF Nick Brown took the lead at the CERT (Community Emergency 
Response Team) information kick off meeting at the Airport last week.  There were about 70 
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interested people in attendance and we received 50 applications.  Team members have to pass a 
background check and attend a 24-hour class of disaster preparedness and response, first aid, and 
light rescue in February.   
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that he had some conference calls that led up to the rain event 
with area emergency managers.  Sand and sandbags were available.  The Yuba River was more 
significant than the Truckee River. 
 
Chief Seline reviewed backcountry calls utilizing Ranger 92 with the Board. 
 
Chief Seline reported to the Board on a structure fire that occurred Friday night in Tahoe Donner.  
Fire Marshal Harvey has given assistance to North Tahoe Fire and their recently promoted Fire 
Marshal/Division Chief Todd Conradson. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for Board comments.  Chief Seline answered questions from the Board.  
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments or questions. There were none.   
 
Fire Marshal's Report- Item B 
Fire Marshal Harvey reviewed his report with the Board, which is located in the agenda packet.  
He commented on the Tahoe Donner structure fire. 
 
Fire Marshal Harvey informed the Board that due the recent Oakland warehouse fire most fire 
agencies are taking a closer look at potential hazards. Although the District’s warehouses are fairly 
straight forward an area of concern are the ski lodges on Donner Summit.  He reported that 
inspections were conducted in 2013 and 2015.  We are in the process of conducting follow ups 
and education with lodge managers. 
 
Fire Marshal Harvey reported that he spoke with representatives from Rosenbauer regarding the 
new water tender.  FFM Dave Baker will be going back to do a final inspection the week January 
23rd and we should expect to take delivery by the first week of February. 
 
Fire Marshal Harvey answered questions from the Board. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for additional Board comments or questions. There were none.   
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments or questions. There were none.   
 
 
Battalion Chief Report – Item C 
Battalion Chief Brock 
 
Battalion Chief Brock reported that there we have responded to 179 calls since last meeting.  
December is a transfer month. 
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Battalion Chief Brock informed the Board that district members participated in a winter exercise 
event with Placer County OES at North Tahoe Fire today, which is the first in about 5 years.  This 
was a good training. 
 
Battalion Chief Brock reported that the visibility chevroning decals that are on the ambulances is 
almost complete on Engine 92.  The process is more difficult because of the diamond plates. 
 
Battalion Chief Brock informed that on December 2nd the airport hosted a mock aircraft crash 
training.  Staff utilized the ARFF engine.  The training was well received and more will follow. 
 
Battalion Chief Brock reported that the winter hazmat training with the military will be held 
February 23rd. 
 
Battalion Chief Brock reported that the railroad will be bringing up a railcar and class room and 
Shell Oil will be presenting a railcar and pipeline safety class.  This will be a 2 day training and 
we will be inviting other local agencies to participate. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for additional Board comments or questions. There were none.  

Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none. 

Defensible Space Inspectors Report – Item D 
Defensible Space Inspector Belden reported to the Board that 1000 defensible space inspections 
were performed this past season.  CalFire Inspectors began inspections in August.  Some 
inspections needed multiple visits.  Donner Summit and the Serene Lakes Area are very active.  
He has spent time informing them of the changing climate and what to expect.  They are very 
proactive. 
 
Defensible Space Inspector Belden gave a report to the Board on tree mortality commenting that 
even though we are not seeing complete hillsides of dead trees yet it’s here.  We have been 
discussing how we should address it.  He further informed the Board that there is a larger grass 
crop due to the lack of snow in past years.  All of this adds up to potential fire danger. 
 
Defensible Space Inspector Belden informed the Board that he met with local Homeowners 
Associations this past fall and informed them of the tree mortality and grass crop.  He informed 
the Board of the outcomes of the meetings and their plan of action and the assistance that is being 
sought.  He reported on the ridge fuel break and what is being done to achieve it.  He informed the 
Board that the grant needed to tie several projects together did not come through so alternative 
funding is being sought. 
 
Defensible Space Inspector Belden answered questions and heard comments from the Board. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS – ITEM 9 

Report from any standing or Ad Hoc Committee – Item A 
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There were no reports.  
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – ITEM 10 
No Business. 
  
NEW BUSINESS – ITEM 11 
Discussion with Possible Action: Truckee Fire Protection District Community Wildfire Prevention 
Plan - Item A 
Chief Seline gave a quick background regarding the grant the District received to develop a 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP).  The District has been working with our consultant 
and our local State Forester on the plan, which is complete and ready for the Boards review and 
approval. 
 
Chief Seline reviewed the necessity of a CWPP and the inclusive collaborating process with local 
land managers that helped determine project priorities with the Board.  
 
Chief Seline reported to the Board that the report includes all the required components of a CWPP 
as outlines in the 2003 Healthy Forest Restoration Act.  He further reported that Cal FIRE, USFS, 
State parks, Nevada County Fire Safe Council, Nevada and Placer counties OES, Cal Trans, Town 
of Truckee, local Home Owners Associations within the District, Truckee Donner Land Trust, and 
the Truckee Tahoe Airport all participated in the research process and helped identify project 
priorities. 
 
Chief Seline reviewed key elements of the report with the Board.   
 
Chairman Perea asked for Board comments or questions. 
 
Chief Seline answered questions and heard comments from the Board. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
Director Wilford made a motion to approve the Community Wildfire Protection Plan.  Director 
Herrick Seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 5/0. 
 
Discussion with Possible Action: Letter from Truckee Sanitary District regarding Waiver of Fire 
Suppression Benefit Assessment Fees- Item B 
The Board reviewed and discussed the letter from Truckee Sanitary District regarding Waiver of 
Fire Suppression Benefit Assessment Fees. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for additional board comments or questions. There were none. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none.  
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Discussion with Possible Action: Letter from Truckee Donner Recreation and Park District 
regarding Waiver of Fire Suppression Benefit Assessment Fees- Item C 
The Board reviewed and discussed the letter from Truckee Donner Recreation and Park District 
regarding Waiver of Fire Suppression Benefit Assessment Fees. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for additional board comments or questions. There were none. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none.  
 
Discussion with Possible Action: Letter from Truckee Tahoe Airport District regarding Waiver of 
Fire Suppression Benefit Assessment Fees- Item D 
The Board reviewed and discussed the letter from Truckee Tahoe Airport District regarding 
Waiver of Fire Suppression Benefit Assessment Fees. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for additional board comments or questions. There were none. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none.  
 
Having reviewed items B, C, and D above Director Hernandez made a motion to approve the 
requests an waive fiscal year 2016/2017 Fire Suppression Benefit Assessment fees for the Truckee 
Sanitary District, Truckee Donner Recreation and Park District, and the Truckee Tahoe Airport 
District. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none.  
 
Director Botto seconded the motion.  
 
Motion passed unanimously 5/0. 
 
Elect Board Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the 2017 Calendar Year – Item E 
Director Wilford nominated Director Botto for Chairman.  Director Botto accepted the nomination. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for additional nominations from the board. There were none. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none.  
 
Director Wilford made a motion to accept nominations for Board Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
for the 2016 calendar year. 
 
Director Perea seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussion with Possible Action: 2017 Meeting and Finance Calendars – Item F 
Administrative Officer Engler reviewed the 2017 Board Meeting and Finance calendar with the 
Board pointing out the only deviation from the regular schedule is the second finance of November 
will be held on the 21st instead of the 23rd due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Chairman Perea asked for board comments or questions. There were none. 
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Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
Director Wilford made a motion to adopt the 2017 Board Meeting and Finance calendar as 
presented.  Director Botto seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 5/0. 
 
CLOSED SESSION-ITEM 12 
No Items. 
 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION-ITEM 13 
No Items. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS-ITEM 14 
 
Review Thank You Letter from Chief Mike Schwartz – Item A 
The Board reviewed the thank you letter from Chief Mike Schwartz. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for board comments or questions. There were none. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
Review Letter from Placer County Grand Jury Regarding the Release of the Responses to their 
2015-2016 Final Report – Item B 
Chief Seline reviewed the letter from Placer County Grand Jury Regarding the Release of the 
Responses to their 2015-2016 Final Report stating that the District is not mentioned but the letter 
is provided to the Board to review the responses if they wish. 
 
 Chairman Perea asked for board comments or questions. There were none. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
BOARD COMMUNICATIONS-ITEM 15 
Director Botto commented to the safety staff great job on the structure fire, improved training has 
paid off.  He thanked Fire Marshal Harvey for his work on the Fire Code Ordinance.  He stated 
that he was happy to see the CERT team taking off.  He thanked Ron for serving as Board 
Chairman this past year. 
 
Director Hernandez thanked Ron for serving as Board Chairman and leading the Board this past 
year.  He welcomed Gerald back to the Board. He congratulated Captain Steve Tennant on his 
retirement.  He thanked Prevention Inspector Belden on his report.  He stated that the Community 
Wildfire Prevention Plan is well written and clear for its purpose.  He wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas. 
Director Wilford wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  He congratulated FF Nick Brown and 
others concerning the CERT Team meeting commenting that the meeting was well run and 
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organized.  He congratulated Captain Steve Tennant on his retirement commenting the he 
represented the District well.  He commented positively on the Ranger and the trax system.  He 
further commented that the Community Wildfire Prevention Plan is a great document. He 
congratulated Ron and Gerald on the election.  
 
Director Herrick commented that FF Nick Brown did a great job at the CERT team recruitment 
meeting.  He acknowledged Bob Snyder on his service on the Board.  Stating the he had the 
pleasure of previously serving on the Board with him.  He thanked voters for voting him back on 
the Board to serve the community, his only interest.  He congratulated Ron on his re-election.  He 
thanked Chief Seline for the tour of the District, for introducing him to the firefighters, and 
highlighting their strengths.  He commented about the Town Council meeting that Chief Seline 
spoke on Mitigation and how well received his presentation was.  Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year. 
 
Chairman Perea thanked the Board for their support of him as Chairman this past year.  He 
congratulated Fire Marshal Harvey for his work on the Fire Code Ordinance.  He commented that 
he was glad to be able to speak with Don Delaney at Bob Bena’s retirement party last summer.  
He will be missed.  He thanked Brent for his support.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and 
Happy and Safe New Year.  He welcomed Gerald back to the Board.  He commented that he saw 
a Facebook post that Director Hernandez met a patient that he had as a firefighter 19 years after 
saving her life.  It was a very touching story. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that we are in process of updating the website and asked if any 
Board Member would like to update their Bio to please let us know and we will work with them 
on it.  He further informed the Board that per his employment contract a 6 month performance 
evaluation is due in January.  Director Hernandez will take the lead and work with the Board to 
prepare the evaluation.   
 
ADJOURNMENT – ITEM 16 
Having no further business on the agenda to come before the Board Director Wilford made a 
motion to adjourn.  Director Hernandez seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Perea asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 5/0. 
 
Adjournment: 7:19PM 
___________________________ 
 
Respectfully submitted: 

Joyce Engler 
Administrative Officer / Clerk of the Board 


