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The Board of Directors of the Truckee Fire Protection District met in Regular Session on Tuesday 
December 19, 2017 in the Truckee Sanitary District Boardroom located at 12304 Joerger Drive, 
Truckee, California at 5:30 p.m. 
   
Vice-Chairman Wilford called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. 
  
Directors Present:      Herrick, Hernandez, Prado, and Wilford 
  
Directors Absent:       Botto 
  
Employees Present:  Chief Seline, Division Chief Harvey, Division Chief Brock, Finance 

Director Holoday, Administrative Officer Engler, Battalion Chief 
Parkhurst, Captain L. Brown, FF Schnieder, and FF Przybyslawski 

 
Others Present:  District Legal Counsel Brent Collinson, Pat Davison - CATT 

 

Vice-Chairman Wilford requested all Board Members to put their iPads in airplane mode for the 
duration of the meeting. The Board Members complied.  
 
The meeting commenced with the pledge of allegiance led by Chief Seline. 
 
CLEAR THE AGENDA – ITEM 4 
No action taken. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – ITEM 5 
Members of the public shall be allowed to address the Board of Directors on items not appearing 
on the agenda that are of interest to the public and are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
Board, provided that no action shall be taken unless otherwise authorized by California 
Government Code Section 54954.3.  Each speaker will be limited to one (1) appearance and be 
limited to three (3) minutes, but speaker time may be reduced at the discretion of the Board 
Chairman if there are a large number of speakers on any given subject. There shall be no 
assignment of speaking time from one member of the public to another member of the public.   
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for comments from the public.  There were none. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR – ITEM 6 
These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. The Board will act upon them at one time without discussion. Any Board member, 
staff member or interested party may request that an item be removed from the consent calendar for discussion.  
The Board reviewed the Consent Calendar. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments.  There were none.  
 
Director Herrick moved to accept the Consent Calendar as presented. Director Prado seconded the 
motion. 
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Motion passed unanimously 4/0. 
 
For the record the Consent Calendar includes the following: 
Board Meeting Minutes of October 17, 2017 and November 21, 2017, Finance Committee Meeting 
Minutes of November 9, 2017 and November 21, 2017.  The November 2017 Check Registers: 
General Fund check numbers 30456-30605 including CalPERS EFTs; Plumas ACH Retiree 
Health Wire Transfer; Ambulance account check number 1240 totaling in the amount of 
$455,628.37. November 2017 reports including: Finance Statements; District Balance Sheets; 
Fund Balance Reports; Monthly Call Reports; Training Reports; and Personnel Status Report.   
 
STAFF REPORTS– ITEM 7 
Chief’s Report – Item A 
Chief Seline reviewed his report with the Board, which is located in the agenda packet. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that the Town has created the new position of Town Emergency 
Manager to help with disaster preparedness.  Sargent Robert Womack will fill that position.  The 
position and Sargent Womack will be a great addition in our local disaster preparedness. 
 
Chief Seline reported to the Board on the Thompson Fire and our strike team; Acting Captain 
Jitloff, FF Arney and FF Stenson.  He informed the Board of a tragic event that happened during 
the Thomson Fire resulting in a firefighter fatality.  Chief Seline expressed his condolences to the 
fallen firefighter’s family. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that we had a small retirement lunch at the Donner Lake Kitchen 
for Laurie, as per her wishes, and presented her with a years of service shadowbox with her badge 
and district emblem. 
 
Chief Seline reported to the Board that he and Chief Harvey attended a lecture put on by Fresno 
Fire Chief Donnis regarding the incident where a fire captain fell through a garage roof during a 
residential structure fire and was badly burned.  Not only did she review the incident but the 
policy/procedure changes that came as a result.  Luckily here at Truckee Fire we have already 
implemented the changes they made. 
 
Chief Seline gave an overview of Tahoe Donner’s temporary commercial pile burning suspension.  
With the District’s support of the forest practices and specifically controlled burning the 
suspension was lifted. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that as they were aware last summer the District volunteered one 
of our stations for a location to be bid on for the Best of Tahoe Chefs Cancer Center fundraiser.  A 
few weeks ago the auction winners were given a tour of Station 96 and a sushi dinner with he and 
the Station 96 firefighters. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that the District’s finances look good and are on budget.  Even 
though we are a little overspent in a few categories.  
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Chief Seline reviewed with the Board one of the findings of the Santa Rosa fires, community 
notification such as Nixle.  In areas with good notification the death rate was much lower than in 
areas with a lower level of communication. 
 
Chief Seline answered questions from the Board. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments or questions. There were none. 
 
Fire Marshal's Report- Item B 
Fire Marshal Harvey reviewed his report with the Board, which is located in the agenda packet. 
 
Fire Marshal Harvey reported to the Board that he conducted 2 investigations within the last week, 
(1) was a minor kitchen fire at Tahoe Forest Hospital (TFH) and (2) was a large single family 
home structure fire in Greys Crossing. 
 
Fire Marshal Harvey answered questions from the Board. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for additional Board comments or questions. There were none.   
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments or questions. There were none.   
 
Battalion Chief Report – Item C 
Battalion Chief Parkhurst 
 
Chief Parkhurst reviewed the past months call volume with the Board, as well as, gave an overview 
of notable calls during the same time frame. 
 
Chief Parkhurst informed the Board that the strike team sent to the Thomas Fire will be de 
mobilizing tomorrow and on the way back.  FF Randy Weiss on assignment at the Thomas Fire as 
a fire line medic will be demobilizing on Christmas day.  He further informed the Board on current 
training activity. 
 
Chief Parkhurst answered questions from the Board. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments. There were none. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS – ITEM 8 
Report from any standing or Ad Hoc Committee – Item A 
 
Envision DPR 
Chief Seline informed the Board that the Truckee Donner PUD is to put the utilities along Donner 
Pass Road underground which is good but will delay the sidewalk project to 2019.  Which will 
also push back Station 92’s front apron hydronics. 
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Chief Seline answered questions from the Board. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments or questions. There were none.   
 
Martis Valley 0% Tax Rate Area 
District Legal Counsel Brent Collinson recused himself and left the room during the discussion, 
due to his potential conflict of interest as he owns property in the area being discussed.  However, 
he was allowed to listen to the discussion from outside the room. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that he met with the Citizens Committee along with Placer County 
Supervisor Jennifer Montgomery and her assistant Lindsay Romack.  Supervisor Montgomery 
explained the current situation of various fire agencies on the west side of the county.  She stated 
that some agencies are having to “brown out” stations and/or reduce services due to finances.  She 
also stated that Placer County will not bail out a special district financially and believes that none 
of the other Supervisors would be in favor either.  In fact recent opinion of County Counsel is that 
if the county were to fund a fire agency with county funds it would be considered a gift of public 
funds, which is illegal.  She next explained that Placer County Fire was formed many years ago 
taking over fire services from failing fire agencies and providing services to underserved areas in 
the county.  Now the County contracts with Cal FIRE to provide services throughout the county, 
which include areas they do not receive taxes and have to supplement funding with general fund. 
So in essence they are in the same situation and are considering asking the voters in Placer County 
if they want to continue to fund fire services with general fund or make the people in the areas they 
are not receiving taxes to pay more.  If the response to the survey is to make those in the 0% areas 
pay more they will attempt to implement a balancing tax measure or possibly remove services 
from the 0% areas. 
 
Chief Seline informed the Board that based off that meeting he spoke with Scott Bower, Martis 
Camp HOA Manager, and informed him of the survey results and of the meeting with Supervisor 
Montgomery.  They spoke about the District’s options one being to change the District boundaries 
carving out areas that drain resources.  The would put the burden on the areas no longer in the 
District to contract with Cal FIRE or another fire agency for services, which could be costly and 
may have an effect on residents homeowners insurance.  During this meeting we both agreed that 
it would not be good public relations not to address the issues and committed to continue to work 
together for a resolution. 
 
Chief Seline answered questions from the Board. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for additional Board comments or questions. There were none.   
 
With no further questions from the Board Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments.  
 
Pat Davison, CATT addressed the Board and commented that the results of the survey were 
sobering. Options are few which makes us revisit this issue. She commented that Supervisor 
Jennifer Montgomery is still willing to help, but in her words “need to propose some drastic 
measures such as closing a station for members of the public to take notice”.  Ms. Davison is 
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looking at some way to communicate to the Summit attendees the results of the survey.  Kudos to 
Chief Seline for his efforts with Martis Camp.  Ms. Davison stated that is was never CATT’s intent 
to tackle this issue alone and that they are always checking to see what their friends and neighbors 
think about this issue which is another reason why it was important to get the survey results to the 
Summit attendees through the Citizens Committee.  
 
Gerald Herrick commented, as a member of the public on the Citizens Committee, commending 
Chief Seline on his efforts.  He encouraged the District to “stay in the game” a resolution may 
come in the future. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for additional public comment. There was none.   
 
OLD BUSINESS – ITEM 9 
No items. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – ITEM 10 
Discussion with Possible Action: Memorandum of Understanding between Truckee Fire 
Protection District and the Truckee Fire Protection District Employees Association for the Period 
of January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2019 - Item A 
Chief Seline reported to the Board that TFPDEA President, Captain McKechnie, represented the 
employees very fairly throughout negotiations that began in September.  Negotiations went 
smoothly resulting in the 2-year agreement before the Board tonight.  Chief Seline reviewed all 
items of the MOU with the Board. 
 
Chief Seline answered questions from the Board. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments or questions. There were none.   
 
Director Herrick made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Truckee 
Fire Protection District and the Truckee Fire Protection District Employees Association for the 
Period of January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2019.  Director Hernandez seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 4/0. 
 
Review and Approve Retroactive Salary Schedule Effective July 1, 2017 – Item B 
Chief Seline reviewed with the Board the retroactive Salary Schedule with the Board.  The 
schedule reflects what has been agreed to in the MOU. 
 
Review and Approve Salary Schedule Effective January 1, 2018 – Item C 
Chief Seline reviewed with the Board the retroactive Salary Schedule with the Board.  The 
schedule reflects what has been agreed to in the MOU. 
 
Review and Approve Salary Schedule Effective January 1, 2019 – Item D 
Chief Seline reviewed with the Board the retroactive Salary Schedule with the Board.  The 
schedule reflects what has been agreed to in the MOU. 
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Director Hernandez made a motion to approve the Retroactive Salary Schedule Effective July 1, 
2017, the Salary Schedule Effective January 1, 2018, and the Salary Schedule Effective January 
1, 2019.  Director Prado seconded the motion. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 4/0. 
 
Discussion with Possible Action: Establishing a Fire Prevention Service Fee Schedule – Item E 
Division Chief Harvey explained to the Board that historically the District has not charged a fee 
for fire prevention services.  However the demand on services has grown and we have had to 
increase staff to manage. The proposed fees are solely cost recovery. Chief Harvey gave an 
overview of the current demand on services to the Board.  He stated that other local agencies 
similar in size have charges for these services in place, attached to the Board packet for reference. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for Board Comments.  Chief Harvey answered question from the 
Board. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments. 
 
Pat Davison, CATT – Thanked Chief Harvey for notifying her early in the process giving her time 
to send out the information to her members and engage in discussion.  She stated that Chief Harvey 
gave her lightening responses to her questions. They have no concerns but did offer a suggestion: 
create a frequently asked questions and answers sheet to be available to contractor and or posted 
on our website for review. 
  
Director Prado made a motion to proceed with establishing a Fire Prevention Service Fee Schedule. 
Vice-Chairman Wilford seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 4/0. 
 
First Reading: Ordinance 01-2018 Establishing a Fire Prevention Service Fee Schedule – Item F 
Having reviewed Ordinance 01-2018 Establishing a Fire Prevention Service Fee Schedule Director 
Herrick made a motion to accept the First Reading: Ordinance 01-2018 Establishing a Fire 
Prevention Service Fee Schedule and waive the reading.  Director Hernandez seconded the motion. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 4/0. 
 
Elect Board Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the 2018 Calendar Year – Item G 
Director Wilford was nominated for the position of Chairman and Director Hernandez was 
nominated for the position to Vice-Chairman.  Both accepted the nomination and Director Herrick 
seconded the nominations. 
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Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
Nominations passed unanimously 4/0. 
 
Discussion with Possible Action: 2018 Board Meeting and Finance Committee Meeting Calendars. 
Item H 
Administrative Officer Engler reviewed the proposed calendars with the Board noting the only 
change is the 2nd finance committee meeting of November has been moved to before the November 
board meeting due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford made a motion to approve the 2018 Board Meeting and Finance 
Committee Meeting Calendars as presented.  Director Prado seconded the motion. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 4/0. 
 
CLOSED SESSION-ITEM 11 
No items. 
 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION-ITEM 12 
No items. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS-ITEM 13 
No items. 
 
BOARD COMMUNICATIONS-ITEM 14 
Director Hernandez Sierra College has enjoyed a great relationship with Truckee Fire.  Captain L. 
Brown and FF Stenson attended his EMT class and gave his students an overview of the 
ambulance.  They have attended class in the past and are good representatives of the District and 
mentors for his students.  He thanked Chief Brock and Inspector Belden for attending the Tahoe 
Donner HOA meeting and informing them of the importance of controlled burning. He 
congratulated the strike team and the stories he has heard about our team.  He wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
Chief Seline commended Director Hernandez on his efforts putting on the Winter Symposium.  
This is a world class event with great speakers. 
 
Director Prado thanked strike team members for the work on the Thomas Fire.  God bless Engineer 
Iverson and his family.  She thanked Captain Ochoa for working with her on a smooth transition 
to the new email platform.  She reiterated a conversation with a restaurant patron where he stated 
that he stopped at Station 92 to ask a question and the firefighters were very friendly and gracious 
in answering.  She wished all a Merry Christmas. 
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Director Herrick wished Gary Botto a speedy recovery on his knee.  He commented on the MOU 
negotiations stating that he was happy to hear how well they went.  He gave a short story about 
being Santa at the airport for the 7th year in row.  He thanked Pat Davison for her involvement with 
the proposed fire prevention fee schedule.  He gave caring thoughts for the residents and 
firefighters involved with the Thomas Fire in Southern California.  He wished everyone a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford wished Gary Botto to get well soon. He congratulated Laurie on her 
retirement stating that she went out on her terms. He commented on a ski season that won’t start 
and a fire season that won’t end. He stated that training costs may be up but it is money well spent. 
He commended the new MOU will weather well.  Kudos to crews that have gone on difficult calls 
as of late. He wished all a Merry Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – ITEM 15 

Having no further business on the agenda to come before the Board, Director Hernandez made a 
motion to adjourn.  Director Prado seconded the motion. 
 
Vice-Chairman Wilford asked for public comments. There were none. 
 
Motion passed unanimously 4/0. 
 
Adjournment: 7:16 PM 
___________________________ 
 
Respectfully submitted: 

Joyce Engler 
Administrative Officer / Clerk of the Board 


