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STAFF REPORT 
 

Board Report for February 19, 2019 
 
STAFF CONTACT: Fire Chief Bill Seline 
AGENDA TITLE: Mountain housing Council Fee Policy Recommendation 
AGENDA ACTION: Discussion and Possible Action 
 
RECOMENDATION: 
We recommend supporting incentivizing the development of achievable local housing, 
following the Mountain Housing Council of Truckee’s three recommendations. 
 
Recommendation 1:  Consider charging impact fees based on a scalable methodology, such as 
square footage, per fixture, per bedroom, to encourage the building of smaller, more affordable 
units and Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs/granny units). 
TFPD mitigation fees are currently based on a dollar per square foot fee structure, meeting 
this recommendation. 
 
Recommendation 2:   Consider offering impact and capacity fee deferrals until Certificate of 
Occupancy to help reduce finance and borrowing costs to developers. 
TFPD supports this in principle.  The specifics of implementation need to be worked out to 
create a consistent definition of affordable and achievable housing between agencies as well 
as a process for implementation between the three land use authorities that TFPD currently 
works with.   
   
Recommendation 3:  Update your agency’s ADU policy as soon as possible to leverage State-
level incentives and look for additional ways to encourage more ADUs in our region. 
TFPD doesn’t typically implement their own ADU policy’s.  Policy direction for building in the 
fire District is found in the State Fire Codes.  The State Fire Marshall is responding to the 
concern by making specific changes to the Fire Code that affect our region and reduce ADU 
requirements.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Housing costs in our local area are increasing at rates that have and will continue to not allow 
much of the workforce to live in the community they work. 
 
On September 14th, 2018 the Mountain Housing Council, comprised of 29 partners, 10 of which 
charge fees, voted to move these recommendations forward for your consideration.  The 
council is focused on creating ways to develop more achievable housing. 
 



Page 2 of 2 
 

The firefighter schedule of 48 hours on and 96 hours off is considered by many as a commuter’s 
schedule allowing them to live further from the workplace than other professions, TFPD would 
benefit from more achievable housing in the Truckee area by allowing more fire personnel to 
live in the community.  We believe the community benefits from firefighters living in the 
Truckee area. 
 
Currently about 20% of our employees live outside of the area in either west in Sacramento 
area or East in the Reno area.  
 
These recommendations support all employers in the Truckee Tahoe area, not just TFPD. 
 
In regards to recommendation 2, the TFPD has a “fire impact” potential as soon as construction 
starts on a housing project.  Conceivably we could argue that because of this immediate impact 
the Fire District needs to receive impact fees immediately, rather than defer them to a later 
date when the project reached Certificate of Occupancy.  However, it is staff’s recommendation 
that we do consider deferring fees in the right circumstances to encourage development of 
affordable housing.  The benefit outweighs the cost of delaying the receipt of fees. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
The Board could decide to not defer fees in Recommendation #2. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The specific fiscal impact is unknown but it will be the loss of fees for the time period between 
permitting and C of O. 
 
 
 






