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Fire Marshal’s Report  
Board Report for January 16th, 2024 

 
To:  Truckee Fire Protection District Board of Directors 

From: Steve Kessmann, Fire Marshal 
 

 

Prevention Projects: 

I am meeting with the Town of Truckee Planning Department head next week to 

discuss some opportunities to bring the municipal code for landscaping and 

revegetation into better alignment PRC 4291, chapter 49 of the CFC 2022 edition, 

and to meet the goals of the Town’s master plan to enhance partnerships and 

investment for emergency preparedness including wildfire readiness and mitigation. 

 

After collaborating with Nevada County Building Department. The emergency 

warming shelter at the Joseph Center is in service. The County had the Fire 

Department look at several possible locations and given the short timeline and Fire 

Code limitations, this was the most reasonable location. 

 

Under direction of the Fire Chief, I am working with the Operations team on 

developing a response guideline for dealing with snowbound facilities that could 

potentially deteriorate into a conflagration.  Also incorporating allied agencies in the 

JPA on this project as they have similar target hazards.   

Update: Sugar Bowl has come to the table on this concept and is requesting a meeting 

to discuss further. 

 

Three NYE fireworks shows (Martis Camp, Tahoe Donner, and Sugar Bowl) were 

inspected and went off without incident.   

 

Working with Measure T team on defensible space ordinance rewrite and update. 

 

New Construction: 

Still in discussion with the developer and the Town of Truckee regarding the Old 

CHP site development know as Pacific Crest Commons.  The developer is still 

pushing for single access with a substandard turn around for fire apparatus.  We have 

restated our position with the need for a secondary access. 

 

Hobart Mills Lumbar site development is still in the works per Nevada County.  This 

project proposal will likely result in an annexation into the TFPD. 
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Tahoe Forest Gateway medical office building redevelopment is in preliminary plan 

review and discussion.  This could yield some fire and life safety improvements to 

the existing structure and provide an opportunity for some forestry and vegetation 

management work in the surrounding area. 

 

Inspections: 

SB 1205 Inspections are complete with a separate staff report and resolution to 

follow.   

 

Working with Town of Truckee on modifying how we take on and schedule STR 

inspections to create some economy of scale with the Fire and Life Safety and 

Defensible Space inspections.  Part of this is building out some software capability 

with Fire Aside for the STR and real estate sale inspection designation.  This will 

give us a better automated workflow for tracking defensible space compliance for 

STR and real estate sales that occur in the winter when we cannot do a full 

inspection. 

 

Staffing and Hiring 

Current staffing of 2.   

 


