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Chief’s Report  
 
 

Board Report for August 20, 2019 
 
To:  Truckee Fire Protection District Board of Directors 
From: Bill Seline, Fire Chief 

 
Emergency Activity and Preparedness 
Overall call volume for the year is at 1,809 calls, which is approximately 162 calls more than last 
year for the same period.  
 
Nevada County and Truckee Police Department & Fire District tested the public emergency 
notification system (Code Red & Nixle) last week.  The system operated as expected.  One of the 
key limitations of any of the communication systems is the ability to speak to visitors.  Currently 
the WEA (Wireless Emergency Alert System) though Nixle has the ability to send short 
messages to cell phones in a geographic area, assuming the cell phone system is operational and 
people have smart phones.  As with any of the systems there are limitations and not everyone 
will receive the message.    
 
Administration: 
Auditors will be at Station 91 September 10 & 11 to wrap up the audit and meet with staff. 
 
Joyce has been working with the Ambulance billing company (R1) on transports that were 
considered “not medically necessary” for the previous FY.  New regulations require that more 
justification for the need for an ambulance is noted in the patient care reports.   
 
Fleet and Facilities: 
Station 92 driveway hydronics project has been completed.  The driveway has been re-laid and 
vehicles are back in the station, business as usual.  The new apron looks great and gives the crews 
more room to back vehicles out of traffic and we anticipate better drainage in the winter.  The 
hydronic system has been hooked up and will be tested soon.   
 
Station 93 remodel is on budget and almost complete, a few weeks ahead of schedule.   
 
E97 and E92 are undergoing warranty repair on various small items. E92 had a crack identified in 
one of the front wheels during operation.  The vehicle was taken out of service until a new wheel 
can be obtained form the manufacture.  All other wheels in the District were inspected and no other 
issues were found.  E 92 is also receiving a new operator seat that will better accommodate shorter 
driver operators. 
 
Truckee Firefighters Charitable Fund, Inc: 
Nothing to report. 
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EMS (Emergency Medical Services): 
Transports for the fiscal year so far are at 148 transports down 89 from the previous fiscal year. 
 
In-house ACLS and PALS training has been scheduled for the end of September.   
 
Tahoe Forest Hospital is considering changes to the Pyxis system at the hospital where 
paramedics replace various drug, including controlled substances.  TFH is responding to new 
hospital regulatory requirements.  Chief Brown will be meeting with TFH staff over the next 
month to work on the details.   
 
TXA, a new drug, was put into service after training with paramedics.  This drug can control 
internal bleeding in trauma patients. 
 
Training: 
A new Rusch Quick Trach device is being put into service in place of older equipment.  Crews 
will be training on the device over the next month. 
 
The North Tahoe Training Officers met last month and developed standardized RIC (Rapid 
Intervention Crew) training.  Captain Erik Jitloff facilitated the training at Truckee Fire this month. 
 
The NTTOA are working on a joint burn building training in October in Carson training facility. 
 
Southwest gas is developing a “pinch” training for crews to practice pinching off a ruptured 
Natural Gas line sometime in September. 
 
Operations: 
We hired one new Full-time firefighter paramedic off of the promotional list.  Michael Brixey has 
been working as a part-time and season firefighter paramedic for the last year and will start as a 
full-time member next week.  Michael will go to C shift.   
 
The PIO will be ramping up wildfire awareness public information as we go into the highest fire 
danger of the season in our area; September and October. 
 
Crews continue to respond to reports of illegal bon fires or charcoal BBQs.   
 
The Vegetation Dumpster Grant program has been going well and has currently awarded about 
17k to homeowners in the District.  We anticipate the program will stay funded at least through 
mid-September. 
 
Special event assignments have been heavy this month. 
 
No crews are out on OES assignments.  We had two fireline paramedics out to a fire in the valley 
in July but the State has been fairly quiet so far this season, although we anticipate that things will 
pick up soon. 


